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Question 1. Why are you nominating… 


The New York BizLab just hit its 5-year anniversary. In that time there have been several 


successful graduations, where companies started and grew here and eventually outgrew the 


space. We have had several companies raise significant funds, more than $1M, with assistance 


from the BizLab's innovative and highly regarded VirtualFund Network, which includes more 


than 200 high net worth individuals (some are current for former CEOs who have had exits and 


are looking to reinvest in startups). We have held a successful DreamTeam campaign, bringing 


three PR/Marketing agencies and two BizLab companies together for a unique project (raising 


funds for school backpack programs that provide food for underprivileged students). The BizLab 


is home to some of the most successful advisers who provide free guidance to companies. The 


BizLab is also home to companies that have been designated a Best Place to Work and include 


several newly minted 40 Under 40s (since moving into the BizLab). The BizLab is also the site of 


what has become a must-see event, the BizLab-Clarkson lunch, featuring some of the most 


successful or promising leaders, from Frank Poore (just a month after his $1.1B sales of 


CommerceHub) to Nicole Snow, whose company Darn Good Yarn is one of the fastest growing 


companies in the region. Other events (outside of the BizLab-Clarkson event) have included well 


known business author William Danko, (The Millionaire Next Door), former Sen. Majority Leader 


Joe Bruno spoke on his book "Keep Swinging" among other authors. The BizLab Has been the 


site of launches of such efforts at Tech Loop, and the Hammock Way of Life. We were the 


location for an 8 week course with the City Mission and Sandler Training called CornerStone 


University. We've also hosted or partnered with organizations such as YPN (an evening event), 


Ignite U (bootcamps) a press conference on school bus safety. That's just a sample. 


 


 


2. Describe how … 


The New York BizLab was the first major project in lower State Street that I believe had a ripple 


effect in helping lure Electric City Apartments, SUNY Schenectady's KINDL project and even Frog 


Alley. Before any of those entities were there (for several years) the BizLab was the only building 


that was undergoing major renovation ($2M), the BizLab was bringing literally hundreds of 


people every year to lower State St. And it's focus has been to help grow companies right here 


in Schenectady and become the next Transfinder, which outgrew its Erie Blvd. space and moved 


to a brand new office building on State Street. That's the model. 


 








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: C2 Design Group

		Address: 340 Broadway, Schenectady, NY 12304

		Your Name: Kate Calder

		Title_2: Marketing Manager

		Organization Name_2: C2 Design Group

		Address_2: 340 Broadway, Schenectady, NY 12304

		EMail_2: calder@c2-designgroup.com

		Telephone: 518.320.8250

		Email: roman@c2-designgroup.com

		Main Contact: Michael Roman

		Title: Principal

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: C2 Design Group is celebrating it's 10 year anniversary. Since it's inception, C2 has been committed to the revitalization of Schenectady. C2 has designed numerous buildings that have contributed to the transformation of downtown, the latest addition being the new Electric City Apartments.  The new 104-unit, Electric City Apartments offer the kind of upscale lifestyle that would have been unimaginable downtown in the 1990s, but now seems to be a natural extension of the huge public-private investment that has brought new restaurants, offices, small businesses, a movie theater and other changes to the heart of the city. The building also has 6,800 SF of retail space on the ground level of State Street that will continue to draw businesses interested in opening in Schenectady. Other notable Schenectady projects include:

-SUNY Schenectady, Historic Kindl Building Renovation
-Schenectady County, Courthouse Roof Replacement
-Schenectady County, Department of Motor Vehicles Renovation on State Street
-Schenectady County, Unified Communications Center 
-The Nott Apartments (anticipated completion this summer)
-SEFCU Square
-Clinton Square
-242 & 245 Broadway, Mixed-Use Buildings
-Albany Med EmUrgentCare Facility on Union Street
-Jack's Place
-Socha Plaza
-Glass Tavern
-Northeastern Fine Jewelers, Renovation
-MVP, Office Renovations
-Bomber's Burrito
-Sunmark Federal Credit Union - Rotterdam Branch



		Describe person/org: The projects that C2 has been a part of touch multiple markets that impact the growing success of downtown Schenectady and businesses within Schenectady County. 

C2 has served Schenectady County on several key projects including the historic restoration of the SUNY Schenectady Kindl Building that currently houses the college's Workforce Development programs. C2 also designed the Unified Communications Center for the County that serves as a centralized emergency and public safety dispatch 911 center for the City of Schenectady and the Towns of Niskayuna, Glenville (including the Village of Scotia, Rotterdam, Duanesburg (including the Village of Delanson) and Princetown. Additionally, C2 designed the renovation of the former IHOP that is now home to Schenectady County's Department of Motor Vehicles. The new location offers additional parking spaces and a larger waiting area for patrons that improves customer service.

The SEFCU Square project was another piece to the puzzle in transforming the visual appeal on State Street. In 2009, C2 was honored with a Building Block Award by the Downtown Schenectady Improvement Corporation recognizing their commitment to downtown redevelopment efforts by encouraging and promoting good urban design as shown by the design of Clinton Square and Bomber's Burrito Bar.

Additionally, the completion of our new office located in the Airport Business Park by Schenectady County Airport is nearing. We purchased land from the County to build an 8,000 SF office and warehouse facility, investing $1 million to construct the new building that will locate 30 + jobs at the airport with plans to grow. We selected this site to continue to grow and expand our business while remaining in Schenectady County, which has been home for the last 10 years.

		Group1: Choice1

		Group2: Choice5








Essay Responses for C2Design Group 
 


 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization? 


 


C2 Design Group is celebrating it's 10-year anniversary. Since its inception, C2 has been committed to the 


revitalization of Schenectady. C2 has designed numerous buildings that have contributed to the transformation 


of downtown, the latest addition being the new Electric City Apartments.  The new 104-unit, Electric City 


Apartments offer the kind of upscale lifestyle that would have been unimaginable downtown in the 1990s, but 


now seems to be a natural extension of the huge public-private investment that has brought new restaurants, 


offices, small businesses, a movie theater and other changes to the heart of the city. The building also has 6,800 


SF of retail space on the ground level of State Street that will continue to draw businesses interested in 


opening in Schenectady. Other notable Schenectady projects include: 


 


-SUNY Schenectady, Historic Kindl Building Renovation 


-Schenectady County, Courthouse Roof Replacement 


-Schenectady County, Department of Motor Vehicles Renovation on State Street 


-Schenectady County, Unified Communications Center  


-The Nott Apartments (anticipated completion this summer) 


-SEFCU Square 


-Clinton Square 


-242 & 245 Broadway, Mixed-Use Buildings 


-Albany Med EmUrgentCare Facility on Union Street 


-Jack's Place 


-Socha Plaza 


-Glass Tavern 


-Northeastern Fine Jewelers, Renovation 


-MVP, Office Renovations 


-Bomber's Burrito 


-Sunmark Federal Credit Union - Rotterdam Branch 


 


 


 


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category 


The projects that C2 has been a part of touch multiple markets that impact the growing success of downtown 


Schenectady and businesses within Schenectady County.  


 


C2 has served Schenectady County on several key projects including the historic restoration of the SUNY 


Schenectady Kindl Building that currently houses the college's Workforce Development programs. C2 also 


designed the Unified Communications Center for the County that serves as a centralized emergency and public 


safety dispatch 911 center for the City of Schenectady and the Towns of Niskayuna, Glenville (including the 


Village of Scotia, Rotterdam, Duanesburg (including the Village of Delanson) and Princetown. Additionally, C2 


designed the renovation of the former IHOP that is now home to Schenectady County's Department of Motor 


Vehicles. The new location offers additional parking spaces and a larger waiting area for patrons that improves 


customer service. 


 


The SEFCU Square project was another piece to the puzzle in transforming the visual appeal on State Street. In 


2009, C2 was honored with a Building Block Award by the Downtown Schenectady Improvement Corporation 







recognizing their commitment to downtown redevelopment efforts by encouraging and promoting good 


urban design as shown by the design of Clinton Square and Bomber's Burrito Bar. 


 


Additionally, the completion of our new office located in the Airport Business Park by Schenectady County 


Airport is nearing. We purchased land from the County to build an 8,000 SF office and warehouse facility, 


investing $1 million to construct the new building that will locate 30 + jobs at the airport with plans to grow. 


We selected this site to continue to grow and expand our business while remaining in Schenectady County, 


which has been home for the last 10 years. 
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Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  
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SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: CMIAV

		Address: 1121 10th ave Schenectady NY 12303

		Your Name:  Scott Rapp

		Title_2:  Technician

		Organization Name_2:  CMIAV

		Address_2:  1409 Sunset Rd Castleton NY 12033

		EMail_2: williamscottrapp@gmail.com

		Telephone: 518-881-8494

		Email: cbrooks@cmiav.com

		Main Contact:  Christopher Brooks

		Title:  Director of Audio Visual  

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: Chris Brooks has been a long time member and advocate for the Capital Region Chamber and has provided 10 years of astonishing Audio Visual services through CMIAV.  Chris has also provided event planning as well a technical support for every Division with in Chamber including YPN, WBC and Tech Valley etc. for the last 10 years. Mr. Brooks has lived in Schenectady his whole life and has a wife along with three sons that are planting roots right here in the Capital Region. Chris is also planning to go through the 10 month Tech Valley Leadership Program this year with hopes of having the project for that year to be in the city of Schenectady. We always hear Chris speaking very highly about the Chamber but most of all he voices his love for the City of Schenectady. Chris went through all of Elementary & High School in Schenectady, played sports all during school and was on the Schenectady High basketball team the year they won the championship that dedicated the Sports Center in Schenectady to Pat Riley.  Chris also has two scheduled lectures to give to the students of Schenectady County Community College in the hospitality program to explain the joys and growth of working in the industry and staying in the Capital Region. 



		Describe person/org: Chris has been a long time leader in the County of Schenectady. In the past 10 years Chris has provided his services for a majority of large and small individually owned business in the Capital Region.  In Chris's earlier career, he was the store manager at Sears in Rotterdam Square Mall for 8 years where he provided internships for the students at SCCC and jobs for people in the city.  Chris has been long time coach for the youth and leader in foster homes and group homes as it pertains to the struggle of being successful and paying it forward in your own community.  Chris has dedicated his efforts and lifetime goal to the foster kids and troubled youth and has displayed achievement in this area being raised in the Schenectady County Foster Care System himself.

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off








CHAMBER BUSINESS AWARDS  


DANCE FIRE STUDIO – "RISING STAR / OUTSTANDING NEW BUSINESS"  AWARD  


NOMINATED BY ALISSA QUINN 


1. Why are you nominating this individual or organization?  


Dance Fire Studio is a new business operating for less than three years, demonstrating 


outstanding growth & commitment to our Capital Region community since they first 


opened their doors in November, 2017.  Dance Fire Studio is a world class ballroom dance 


studio located at 2341 Nott Street East, in Niskayuna, NY, off Balltown Road, filling a vacant 


space with over 4,400 square feet of "state-of-the-art" wooden ballroom dance floor! 


Studio owners Natalia O'Connor and Florin Vlad, choosing to make the Capital Region their 


home, relocated from Vermont, where they taught private lessons & coached a Competitive 


Ballroom collegiate dance team. Florin & Natalia teach Ballroom Standard & American 


Smooth dances including: Waltz, Tango, Viennese Waltz, Fox Trot & Quick Step, in addition 


to Latin & Rhythm dances: Cha-Cha, Samba, Rumba, Paso Doble, Jive, Bolero, Mambo & 


Social dances: Salsa, Bachata, Merengue & West Coast Swing. Their mission is "Giving 


people a positive outlook on their lives through dance and helping their community 


flourish".  Their approach is extremely personalized with a customized plan for each student, 


whether a beginner dancer, wedding couple or competitive dancer.  Florin & Natalia have 


proven to be wise beyond their years, starting a business in their early twenties with 


professional dance expertise, pure grit and determination to succeed. They have 


exemplified extraordinary business acumen & discipline as young entrepreneurs, opening 


their own dance studio, after renting space in the Renaissance Hall in Schenectady, NY for 


less than one year. Their hope and focus has been uniting local ballroom & Latin dancers 


under a "universal banner of dance," recognizing the health benefits of ballroom dance 


through "body, mind and soul". Their world-class instruction combined with their 


welcoming and friendly studio atmosphere is what makes them consummate professionals.  


Their approach to teaching and their commitment to enhancing peoples' lives is truly 


exceptional.  Natalia started dancing at the age of 7, competed across the world on the 


amateur circuit since the age of 10, having worked in Russia, Romania, Louisana, New York, 


Delaware, Maryland and Vermont. She is a former National Champion, World Semi-finalist 


and World Cup finalist. She is a full member of the National Dance Council of America 


(NDCA) and World Dance Sport Federation (WDSF), both leading governing bodies in the 


dance industry. Having worked as an instructor in many places around the country and 


world, she is a proud owner of the newest ballroom & fitness studio in the Capital Region. 


Natalia has a BA in Psychology, having studied both Sports Psychology, as well as Behavioral 


and Social Psychology. Florin Vlad, originally from Romania, is a world renowned 







competitive ballroom dancer and a multiple US National Dance Sport Finalist. Together with 


his dance partner, Natalia O'Connor, he successfully represented the USA at 5 World 


Championships. Florin is an active member of the Competitor’s Commission of the National 


Dance Sport Council of America. He has a clear understanding of this industry with over 10 


years of experience in competitive dancing, as well as teaching experience. Mr. Vlad had 


business experience as a young entrepreneur and successfully handled various challenges 


that a start-up company faces. Prior to moving to the US, Florin handled business 


management for a company that he co-owned with his brother in the Civil Engineering field. 


The company continues to be successful, even after Florin shifted focus to his dancing 


career. 


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the 


respective award?  


Dance Fire Studio exemplifies commitment to their community & exhibits potential for long 


term success in a variety of ways. For a new business, Dance Fire Studio's community 


involvement is truly noteworthy. At their "First Anniversary Celebration" in November 2018, 


Dance Fire Studio partnered with "Make-A-Wish of Northeast NY" in a fundraising effort, 


welcoming them to their "Masquerade Ball" event, donating all proceeds to "Make a Wish"! 


Dance Fire Studio has participated in several exhibition performances for local not-for-profit 


organizations including military families, collegiate dance teams & looks forward to 


participating in the upcoming "March of Dimes Chef's Gala" event in October 2019 at the 


Albany City Center. Dance Fire Studio also supports the local chapter of USA Dance, Inc., a 


longstanding organization that promotes ballroom dance in our Capital Region dance 


community, from youth dancers, college students, social dancers to competitive adult dancers. 


Florin has been actively involved in attending a number of Chamber events, most recently 


hosting the Chamber Ambassador's meeting in their studio, offering complimentary dance 


instruction to participants; entertaining as well as educational for all! Their approach to 


teaching and their commitment to enhancing peoples' lives is truly special. In terms of their 


business planning strategy, I was very proud to see how thoughtful and strategic Florin & 


Natalia were in submitting their business plan to the Capital Region Chamber, who gave them 


one of their first small business loans, where they highlighted their well-articulated business 


plan for growth over a 3, 5 & 10 year plan. Dance Fire Studio is substantially ahead of their 


planned revenue growth, profit and have expanded programs, offering a first class "Kids 


Ballroom Program". They are focused and passionate about training the future generation of 


competitive dance champions in our community! Ballroom dance has become a meaningful 


fitness business in recent years, a cultural art form that enhances diversity in our community, 


making for an excellent growth industry. I am proud to nominate Dance Fire Studio for the 


"Capital Region Chamber Rising Star/Outstanding New Business Award". I could not think of a 







better new business to be the recipient of this award for growth and dedication to our Capital 


Region community!   








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Dance Fire Studio & Fitness

		Address: 2341 Nott St East Suite 104, Niskayuna NY 12309

		Your Name: Alissa M. Quinn

		Title_2: Senior VP - Wealth Management

		Organization Name_2: UBS Financial Services - The Quinn Wealth Management Group 

		Address_2: 80 State Street, 8th Floor, Albany, NY 12207

		EMail_2: alissa.quinn@ubs.com 

		Telephone: (518) 852-0998 cell 

		Email: office@dancefirestudio.com

		Main Contact: Florin Vlad

		Title: Studio Manager

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: Dance Fire Studio is a new business operating for less than three years, demonstrating outstanding growth & commitment to our Capital Region community since they first opened their doors in November, 2017.  Dance Fire Studio is a world class ballroom dance studio located at 2341 Nott Street East, in Niskayuna, NY, off Balltown Road, filling a vacant space with over 4,400 square feet of "state-of-the-art" wooden ballroom dance floor! Studio owners Natalia O'Connor and Florin Vlad, choosing to make the Capital Region their home, relocated from Vermont, where they taught private lessons & coached a Competitive Ballroom collegiate dance team. Florin & Natalia teach Ballroom Standard & American Smooth dances including: Waltz, Tango, Viennese Waltz, Fox Trot & Quick Step, in addition to Latin & Rhythm dances: Cha-Cha, Samba, Rumba, Paso Doble, Jive, Bolero, Mambo & Social dances: Salsa, Bachata, Merengue & West Coast Swing. Their mission is "Giving people a positive outlook on their lives through dance and helping their community flourish".  Their approach is extremely personalized with a customized plan for each student, whether a beginner dancer, wedding couple or competitive dancer.  Florin & Natalia have proven to be wise beyond their years, starting a business in their early twenties with professional dance expertise, pure grit and determination to succeed. They have exemplified extraordinary business acumen & discipline as young entrepreneurs, opening their own dance studio, after renting space in the Renaissance Hall in Schenectady, NY for less than one year. Their hope and focus has been uniting local ballroom & Latin dancers under a "universal banner of dance," recognizing the health benefits of ballroom dance through "body, mind and soul". Their world-class instruction combined with their welcoming and friendly studio atmosphere is what makes them consummate professionals.  Their approach to teaching and their commitment to enhancing peoples' lives is truly exceptional.  Natalia started dancing at the age of 7, competed across the world on the amateur circuit since the age of 10, having worked in Russia, Romania, Louisana, New York, Delaware, Maryland and Vermont. She is a former National Champion, World Semi-finalist and World Cup finalist. She is a full member of the National Dance Council of America (NDCA) and World Dance Sport Federation (WDSF), both leading governing bodies in the dance industry. Having worked as an instructor in many places around the country and world, she is a proud owner of the newest ballroom & fitness studio in the Capital Region. Natalia has a BA in Psychology, having studied both Sports Psychology, as well as Behavioral and Social Psychology. Florin Vlad, originally from Romania, is a world renowned competitive ballroom dancer and a multiple US National Dance Sport Finalist. Together with his dance partner, Natalia O'Connor, he successfully represented the USA at 5 World Championships. Florin is an active member of the Competitor’s Commission of the National Dance Sport Council of America. He has a clear understanding of this industry with over 10 years of experience in competitive dancing, as well as teaching experience. Mr. Vlad had business experience as a young entrepreneur and successfully handled various challenges that a start-up company faces. Prior to moving to the US, Florin handled business management for a company that he co-owned with his brother in the Civil Engineering field. The company continues to be successful, even after Florin shifted focus to his dancing career.




		Describe person/org: Dance Fire Studio exemplifies commitment to their community & exhibits potential for long term success in a variety of ways. For a new business, Dance Fire Studio's community involvement is truly noteworthy. At their "First Anniversary Celebration" in November 2018, Dance Fire Studio partnered with "Make-A-Wish of Northeast NY" in a fundraising effort, welcoming them to their "Masquerade Ball" event, donating all proceeds to "Make a Wish"! Dance Fire Studio has participated in several exhibition performances for local not-for-profit organizations including military families, collegiate dance teams & looks forward to participating in the upcoming "March of Dimes Chef's Gala" event in October 2019 at the Albany City Center. Dance Fire Studio also supports the local chapter of USA Dance, Inc., a longstanding organization that promotes ballroom dance in our Capital Region dance community, from youth dancers, college students, social dancers to competitive adult dancers in our community. Florin has been actively involved in attending a number of Chamber events, most recently hosting the Chamber Ambassador's meeting in their studio, offering complimentary dance instruction to participants; entertaining as well as educational for all! Their approach to teaching and their commitment to enhancing peoples' lives is truly special. In terms of their business planning strategy, I was very proud to see how thoughtful and strategic Florin & Natalia were in submitting their business plan to the Capital Region Chamber, who gave them one of their first small business loans, where they highlighted their well-articulated business plan for growth over a 3, 5 & 10 year plan. Dance Fire Studio is substantially ahead of their planned revenue growth, profit and have expanded programs, offering a first class "Kids Ballroom Program". They are focused and passionate about training the future generation of competitive dance champions in our community!  I am proud to nominate Dance Fire Studio for the "Capital Region Chamber Rising Star/Outstanding New Business Award". I could not think of a better new business to be the recipient of this award for growth and dedication to our Capital Region community!  


		Group1: Choice1

		Group2: Choice1
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Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
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Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Galesi Group

		Address: 

		Your Name: Tom Amell

		Title_2: President & CEO

		Organization Name_2: Pioneer Bank

		Address_2: 652 Albany Shaker Road Albany NY 12211

		EMail_2: amellt@pioneerbanking.com

		Telephone: 518-730-3050

		Email: 

		Main Contact: Dave Buicko

		Title: 

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: I can't think of another person in Schenectady that has contributed more to the success of a city.  The positive momentum that has been brewing in Schenectady over the last several years is largely a result of Dave's efforts and his willingness and courage to take risk.



		Describe person/org: Dave provides leadership in many areas in our Region.  He creates a lot of job by generating and completing large projects, he is a guiding voice at CEG and is often called on to support other leaders within our Region to get projects completed.

		Group1: Choice1

		Group2: Choice4








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on dhursdaǇ, �ugust ϴ, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?  �����������I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Goose Hill Good Finds

		Address: 2155 VanVranken Ave., Schenectady, NY 12308

		Your Name: Rose Viggiani

		Title_2: 

		Organization Name_2: 

		Address_2: 19 Pfeil Avenue, Albany NY 12205

		EMail_2: rvig828@gmail.co

		Telephone: 518-280-4592

		Email: goosehillgoodfinds@gmail.com

		Main Contact: Kristine Moore

		Title: Owner

		Describe person/org: Kristine has exhibited her long-term commitment to the community in a very short time with some of the initiatives she is managing and supporting, in addition to the Goose Hill Good Finds store.  These initiatives include: educating young children from the community about the responsibility of pet ownership, population, and pet health.  Helping raise money for a 4th grade dunk tank as they celebrate all of their hard work and accomplishments throughout the Schenectady City School District Summer Enrichment Program to dunk their teachers. Schenectady School District’s Summer Enrichment Program where students have been engaged a Project Based Learning unit called “Thriving Neighborhoods.” Each day students spent time considering how they and others can improve their communities. They engaged with the Schenectady's Thriving Neighborhoods Challenge to learn about how trash effects our environment. Kristine lead them on a neighborhood walk where they were able to notice beautiful things as well as issues within our communities. As they walked they collected four bags of trash! Students also spent time with Electric City Barn to design collages to be put on the soon arriving Northside trashcans.
In addition, Kristine is in contact with Arcadia Publishing to propose a book on Schenectady's Goose Hill neighborhood. The book will contain 128 pages in length and 180 to 240 vintage photographs and 8,000 to 18,000 words of text, primarily in the form of captions. I am calling all local friends to consider searching their histories and sharing leads or personal collections for contribution to this historical piece on Goose Hill. Kristine is working with her 15 year old son on the photography portion of the book.

		Group1: Choice1

		Group2: Choice1








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Goose Hill Good Finds

		Address: 2155 Van Vranken Ave, Schenectady, NY 12308

		Your Name: Camille  Sasinowski

		Title_2: President

		Organization Name_2: Goose Hill Neighborhood Assoc.

		Address_2: 537 Clarendon Street

		EMail_2: camilleinthegarden@yahoo.com

		Telephone: 518-346-4850

		Email: goosehillgoodfinds@gmail.com

		Main Contact: Kristine Moore

		Title: Owner

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: The Goose Hill neighborhood has seen a downturn in recent years. The addition of Goose Hill Good Finds has created a new breath of fresh air on ,"The Avenue."



		Describe person/org: The storefront at 2155 Van Vranken Ave provides a safe area for coming together for educational initiatives and provides an opportunity to meet your neighbors. It also provides individuals the opportunity to make new acquaintances, learn about resources and services in Schenectady, and provides access to affordable quality goods.

Prior to opening her business on "The Avenue", the current location was a boarded up eye soar. Since establishing her business here, she has cleaned up this once questionable street corner and created a welcoming space. Her business and community driven initiatives have brought in support and recognition from beyond the North Side that contributes to our local economy. 

Kristine had engaged our community by welcoming students from Yates Elementary School to the store. This summer she helped to clean up the children's garden at Steinmetz Park and took several classes for walking tours of the park. Students learned about taking care of their community.

Kristine has become very involved with the Neighborhood Association and has taken the opportunity to interview current and previous residents of Goose Hill regarding Goose Hill's rich history. She plans to publish a collection of historical images and captions in a book on Goose Hill in the Images of America series through Arcadia Publishing

		Group1: Choice2

		Group2: Choice1








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Goose Hill Good Finds

		Address: 2155 VanVranken Ave., Schenectady, NY 12308

		Your Name: Linda White 

		Title_2: Support Staff

		Organization Name_2: A4TD

		Address_2: 107 Nott Terrace Apt. 909, Schenectady, NY 12308

		EMail_2: no email

		Telephone: 518-603-4056

		Email: goosehillgoodfinds@gmail.com

		Main Contact: Kristine Moore

		Title: Owner

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: I met Kristine through SEAT Center.  She is partnering with other community nonprofits, businesses, the school district (through their summer enrichment program), individuals, and local government to make a dedicated effort to help revitalize her neighborhood. Goose Hill Good Finds is a socially responsible business dedicated to providing educational and social opportunities that improve the community. Revenue generated goes to support educational initiatives in the local community including adult education tutoring and consulting services and integrated k-12 educational programming and consulting. Not only does this storefront seek to improve the economic and social aspects of the community, but also provides a bridge between educational institutions and authentic project-based learning.



		Describe person/org: Kristine has exhibited her long-term commitment to the community in a very short time with some of the initiatives she is managing and supporting, in addition to the Goose Hill Good Finds store.  These initiatives include: educating young children from the community about the responsibility of pet ownership, population, and pet health.  Helping raise money for a 4th grade dunk tank as they celebrate all of their hard work and accomplishments throughout the Schenectady City School District Summer Enrichment Program to dunk their teachers. Schenectady School District’s Summer Enrichment Program where students have been engaged a Project Based Learning unit called “Thriving Neighborhoods.” Each day students spent time considering how they and others can improve their communities. They engaged with the Schenectady's Thriving Neighborhoods Challenge to learn about how trash effects our environment. Kristine lead them on a neighborhood walk where they were able to notice beautiful things as well as issues within our communities. As they walked they collected four bags of trash! Students also spent time with Electric City Barn to design collages to be put on the soon arriving Northside trashcans.
In addition, Kristine is in contact with Arcadia Publishing to propose a book on Schenectady's Goose Hill neighborhood. The book will contain 128 pages in length and 180 to 240 vintage photographs and 8,000 to 18,000 words of text, primarily in the form of captions. I am calling all local friends to consider searching their histories and sharing leads or personal collections for contribution to this historical piece on Goose Hill. 

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Goose Hill Good Finds

		Address: 2155 VanVranken Ave., Schenectady, NY 12308

		Your Name: Nicolle Otty

		Title_2: Office Coordinator 

		Organization Name_2: SEAT Center

		Address_2: 131 State St., Schenectady, NY 12305

		EMail_2: notty@seatcenter.org

		Telephone: 518-372-4100

		Email: goosehillgoodfinds@gmail.com

		Main Contact: Kristine Moore

		Title: Owner

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: Kristine has lived in Schenectady for over a decade. She is a single mother of 4 boys, all of whom attend Schenectady City Schools.  Kristine works as an academic instructor, part time, for SEAT Center to support disconnected youth achieve their GED.  She is also partnering with other community nonprofits, businesses, the school district (through their summer enrichment program), and local government to make a dedicated effort to help revitalize her neighborhood. Goose Hill Good Finds is a socially responsible business dedicated to providing educational and social opportunities that improve the community. Revenue generated goes to support educational initiatives in the local community including adult education tutoring and consulting services and integrated k-12 educational programming and consulting. Not only does this storefront seek to improve the economic and social aspects of the community, but also provides a bridge between educational institutions and authentic project-based learning.



		Describe person/org: Kristine has exhibited her long-term commitment to the community in a very short time with some of the initiatives she is managing and supporting, in addition to the Goose Hill Good Finds store.  These initiatives include: educating young children from the community about the responsibility of pet ownership, population, and pet health.  Helping raise money for a 4th grade dunk tank as they celebrate all of their hard work and accomplishments throughout the Schenectady City School District Summer Enrichment Program to dunk their teachers. Schenectady School District’s Summer Enrichment Program where students have been engaged a Project Based Learning unit called “Thriving Neighborhoods.” Each day students spent time considering how they and others can improve their communities. They engaged with the Schenectady's Thriving Neighborhoods Challenge to learn about how trash effects our environment. Kristine lead them on a neighborhood walk where they were able to notice beautiful things as well as issues within our communities. As they walked they collected four bags of trash! Students also spent time with Electric City Barn to design collages to be put on the soon arriving Northside trashcans.
In addition, Kristine is in contact with Arcadia Publishing to propose a book on Schenectady's Goose Hill neighborhood. The book will contain 128 pages in length and 180 to 240 vintage photographs and 8,000 to 18,000 words of text, primarily in the form of captions. I am calling all local friends to consider searching their histories and sharing leads or personal collections for contribution to this historical piece on Goose Hill. Kristine is working with her 15 year old son on the photography portion of the book.

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Goose Hill Good Finds

		Address: 2155 VanVranken Ave., Schenectady, NY 12308

		Your Name: Sarah Ellis

		Title_2: 

		Organization Name_2: 

		Address_2: 7 Gadsen Court, Albany, NY 12205

		EMail_2: sdmia419@gmail.com

		Telephone: 518-935-8823

		Email: goosehillgoodfinds@gmail.com

		Main Contact: Kristine Moore

		Title: Owner

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: Kristine has lived in Schenectady for over a decade. She is a single mother of 4 boys, all of whom attend Schenectady City Schools.  Kristine works as an academic instructor, part time, for SEAT Center to support disconnected youth achieve their GED.  She is also partnering with other community nonprofits, businesses, the school district (through their summer enrichment program), and local government to make a dedicated effort to help revitalize her neighborhood. Goose Hill Good Finds is a socially responsible business dedicated to providing educational and social opportunities that improve the community. Revenue generated goes to support educational initiatives in the local community including adult education tutoring and consulting services and integrated k-12 educational programming and consulting. Not only does this storefront seek to improve the economic and social aspects of the community, but also provides a bridge between educational institutions and authentic project-based learning.



		Describe person/org: Kristine has exhibited her long-term commitment to the community in a very short time with some of the initiatives she is managing and supporting, in addition to the Goose Hill Good Finds store.  These initiatives include: educating young children from the community about the responsibility of pet ownership, population, and pet health.  Helping raise money for a 4th grade dunk tank as they celebrate all of their hard work and accomplishments throughout the Schenectady City School District Summer Enrichment Program to dunk their teachers. Schenectady School District’s Summer Enrichment Program where students have been engaged a Project Based Learning unit called “Thriving Neighborhoods.” Each day students spent time considering how they and others can improve their communities. They engaged with the Schenectady's Thriving Neighborhoods Challenge to learn about how trash effects our environment. Kristine lead them on a neighborhood walk where they were able to notice beautiful things as well as issues within our communities. As they walked they collected four bags of trash! Students also spent time with Electric City Barn to design collages to be put on the soon arriving Northside trashcans.
In addition, Kristine is in contact with Arcadia Publishing to propose a book on Schenectady's Goose Hill neighborhood. The book will contain 128 pages in length and 180 to 240 vintage photographs and 8,000 to 18,000 words of text, primarily in the form of captions. I am calling all local friends to consider searching their histories and sharing leads or personal collections for contribution to this historical piece on Goose Hill. Kristine is working with her 15 year old son on the photography portion of the book.

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off








 


Goose Hill Good Finds Essay Responses 
 


 


 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization? 


 


The Goose Hill neighborhood has seen a downturn in recent years. The addition of Goose Hill 


Good Finds has created a new breath of fresh air on ,"The Avenue." 


 


 


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective 


award category 


 


The storefront at 2155 Van Vranken Ave provides a safe area for coming together for 


educational initiatives and provides an opportunity to meet your neighbors. It also provides 


individuals the opportunity to make new acquaintances, learn about resources and services in 


Schenectady, and provides access to affordable quality goods. 


 


Prior to opening her business on "The Avenue", the current location was a boarded up eye soar. 


Since establishing her business here, she has cleaned up this once questionable street corner 


and created a welcoming space. Her business and community driven initiatives have brought in 


support and recognition from beyond the North Side that contributes to our local economy.  


 


Kristine had engaged our community by welcoming students from Yates Elementary School to 


the store. This summer she helped to clean up the children's garden at Steinmetz Park and took 


several classes for walking tours of the park. Students learned about taking care of their 


community. 


 


Kristine has become very involved with the Neighborhood Association and has taken the 


opportunity to interview current and previous residents of Goose Hill regarding Goose Hill's rich 


history. She plans to publish a collection of historical images and captions in a book on Goose 


Hill in the Images of America series through Arcadia Publishing 








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 8, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt





SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: Goose Hill Good Finds

		Address: 2155 VanVranken Ave., Schenectady, NY 12308

		Your Name: Heather L. Moore

		Title_2: 

		Organization Name_2: 

		Address_2: 20 Nancy Theresa Terr. Albany NY, 12205

		EMail_2: heathylynnits726@gmail.com

		Telephone: 518-428-3548

		Email: goosehillgoodfinds@gmail.com

		Main Contact: Kristine Moore

		Title: Owner

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: Kristine has lived in Schenectady for over a decade. She is a single mother of 4 boys, all of whom attend Schenectady City Schools.  Kristine works as an academic instructor, part time, for SEAT Center to support disconnected youth achieve their GED.  She is also partnering with other community nonprofits, businesses, the school district (through their summer enrichment program), and local government to make a dedicated effort to help revitalize her neighborhood. Goose Hill Good Finds is a socially responsible business dedicated to providing educational and social opportunities that improve the community. Revenue generated goes to support educational initiatives in the local community including adult education tutoring and consulting services and integrated k-12 educational programming and consulting. Not only does this storefront seek to improve the economic and social aspects of the community, but also provides a bridge between educational institutions and authentic project-based learning.



		Describe person/org: Kristine has exhibited her long-term commitment to the community in a very short time with some of the initiatives she is managing and supporting, in addition to the Goose Hill Good Finds store.  These initiatives include: educating young children from the community about the responsibility of pet ownership, population, and pet health.  Helping raise money for a 4th grade dunk tank as they celebrate all of their hard work and accomplishments throughout the Schenectady City School District Summer Enrichment Program to dunk their teachers. Schenectady School District’s Summer Enrichment Program where students have been engaged a Project Based Learning unit called “Thriving Neighborhoods.” Each day students spent time considering how they and others can improve their communities. They engaged with the Schenectady's Thriving Neighborhoods Challenge to learn about how trash effects our environment. Kristine lead them on a neighborhood walk where they were able to notice beautiful things as well as issues within our communities. As they walked they collected four bags of trash! Students also spent time with Electric City Barn to design collages to be put on the soon arriving Northside trashcans.
In addition, Kristine is in contact with Arcadia Publishing to propose a book on Schenectady's Goose Hill neighborhood. The book will contain 128 pages in length and 180 to 240 vintage photographs and 8,000 to 18,000 words of text, primarily in the form of captions. I am calling all local friends to consider searching their histories and sharing leads or personal collections for contribution to this historical piece on Goose Hill. Kristine is working with her 15 year old son on the photography portion of the book.

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off





















Response to question #2 on the Nomination Form: 


 


 


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award 


category 


  


The Alcoholism Council of Schenectady County, Inc., a not for profit organization was formed in 


1968.  Beginning with a drop-in center in the Christ Church, those combating alcohol use would 


stop by for coffee and speak with counselors.  In 1976, the council moved to the Old State 


Theatre building to provide treatment services.  The council opened its first community 


residence in 1985, named after the long time medical director, Dr. James Purcell.  The Perrin 


House named after a valued counselor in the field, Georgia Perrin, opened in 1987 to serve 


women.  In 1988, a Drinking Driver Program and Dual Recovery services were introduced.  The 


council then moved to the former Masonic Lodge on State Street and Erie Boulevard and 


renames itself to The Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Council of Schenectady County, Inc.  


They then opened another community residence serving men in 1993, Smith House.  The Shelter 


Plus Care permanent supportive housing program began in 1994 to serve homeless individuals 


and families in recovery.  In 2006, as part of a larger strategic planning process, the council 


adopts a dba, New Choices Recovery Center and a new logo and tagline, "Life on Solid Ground".  


New Choices begins managing in 2007 and later merges in 2013 with the Bridge Center of 


Schenectady, Inc., a community residence serving men.  Also in 2013, New Choices takes on a 


new Permanent Supportive Housing Initiative, MRT, and is able to provide rental assistance as 


well as case management to those who are high Medicaid users with a history of addiction.   


 


New Choices then assumes ownership of the Carver Community Clinic in 2014, now known as 


Community Counseling Services (CCS).  In 2014, New Choices wins a demonstration grant to 


operate the first of two Wraparound Aftercare programs in the state to serve opiate abusers 


amid the epidemic. In 2016, New Choices is designated as the Schenectady County provider of 


Substance Abuse Prevention Education Services and is chosen as a Center of Treatment 


Innovation (COTI) to provide mobile outreach and telepractice services to Montgromery, 


Saratoga and Schenectady Counties.  In November 2018 and coinciding with the agency's 50th 


anniversary, New Choices relocated its headquarters and primary clinic to a built-to-suit facility 


at 728 State Street in Schenectady. 


 


It is apparent that this agency has had a profound impact on the community through efforts of 


not only revitalizing and maintaining various structures in the area but also in contributing 


through revitalizing people.  Through prevention, treatment and recovery resources, our agency 


is able to empower our clients to engage with the community in a meaningful way. 
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Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 
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		Organization Name: New Choices Recovery Center 

		Address: 728 State Street Schenectady, NY 12307

		Your Name: Susan Rank

		Title_2: Director of Finance

		Organization Name_2: New Choices Recovery Center

		Address_2: 728 State Street Schenectady, NY 12307

		EMail_2: srank@newchoicesrecovery.org

		Telephone: 518 346-4436

		Email: srosenblatt@newchoicesrecovery.org

		Main Contact: Dr. Stuart I. Rosenblatt, Ph.D.

		Title: Executive Director 

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: New Choices Recovery Center has been in business since 1968, operating out of an old five-story Masonic Temple on the corner of State Street and Erie Boulevard. It recently moved in to its beautiful new six million dollar facility on upper State Street, creating a warm and inviting atmosphere for patients and staff.

In order for a community to excel, it's members need access to quality health care that includes care for their mental health and wellness needs. New Choices, through it's dedicated and creative staff continues to provide innovative services to meet the needs of the region as well as the state by providing quality services and programs that follow well researched best practice.



		Describe person/org: The Alcoholism Council of Schenectady County, Inc., a not for profit organization was formed in 1968.  Beginning with a drop-in center in the Christ Church, those combating alcohol use would stop by for coffee and speak with counselors.  In 1976, the council moved to the Old State Theatre building to provide treatment services.  The council opened its first community residence in 1985, named after the long time medical director, Dr. James Purcell.  The Perrin House named after a valued counselor in the field, Georgia Perrin, opened in 1987 to serve women.  In 1988, a Drinking Driver Program and Dual Recovery services were introduced.  The council then moved to the former Masonic Lodge on State Street and Erie Boulevard and renames itself to The Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Council of Schenectady County, Inc.  They then opened another community residence serving men in 1993, Smith House.  The Shelter Plus Care permanent supportive housing program began in 1994 to serve homeless individuals and families in recovery.  In 2006, as part of a larger strategic planning process, the council adopts a dba, New Choices Recovery Center and a new logo and tagline, "Life on Solid Ground".  New Choices begins managing in 2007 and later merges in 2013 with the Bridge Center of Schenectady, Inc., a community residence serving men.  Also in 2013, New Choices takes on a new Permanent Supportive Housing Initiative, MRT, and is able to provide rental assistance as well as case management to those who are high Medicaid users with a history of addiction.  New Choices then assumes ownership of the Carver Community Clinic in 2014, now known as Community Counseling Services (CCS).  In 2014, New Choices wins a demonstration grant to operate the first of two Wraparound Aftercare programs in the state to serve opiate abusers amid the epidemic. In 2016, New Choices is designated as the Schenectady County provider of Substance Abuse Prevention Education Services and is chosen as a Center of Treatment Innovation (COTI) to provide mobile outreach and telepractice services to Montgromery, Saratoga and Schenectady Counties.  In November 2018 and coinciding with the agency's 50th anniversary, New Choices relocated its headquarters and primary clinic to a built-to-suit facility at 728 State Street in Schenectady.
It is apparent that this agency has had a profound impact on the community through efforts of not only revitalizing and maintaining various structures in the area but also in contributing through revitalizing people.  Through prevention, treatment and recovery resources, our agency is able to empower our clients to engage with the community in a meaningful way.



		Group1: Choice2

		Group2: Choice5
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		Organization Name: Oak Hill School

		Address: 39 Charlton Road, Scotia NY 12302

		Your Name: Christopher Hebbard

		Title_2: Vice President

		Organization Name_2: 1st National Bank of Scotia 

		Address_2: 201 Mohawk Avenue, Scotia NY 12302

		EMail_2:  crhebbard@firstscotia.com

		Telephone: 518-370-7284

		Email: http://www.oakhill.org/

		Main Contact: Dave Mitchell

		Title: Executive Director

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: Oak Hill School - Our Mission:
Our mission is to provide a quality individualized education program for students with emotional challenges by providing a safe and stimulating learning environment, while focusing on their positive wellbeing.  

Oak Hill School is a private therapeutic day school for students in grades K-8 whose emotional or behavioral challenges keep them from being successful in other schools.

With that mission in mind, the school recognized the growing need for their services.  So in early 2017, they completed a renovation project that nearly doubled their student capacity.  The school didn't stop at increasing enrollment they turned to how can they provide a better product to their students and the schools they serve.  In June 2019, they broke ground for a new gymnasium.  The gymnasium will provide their students with the complete school experience.  They currently only have an outdoor playground that is obviously weather dependent.  It is quite a project and quite a school worthy of a visit and recognition.  



		Describe person/org: The school has tremendously increased its enrollment over the last 5-10 years.  The increased enrollment gives more children the opportunity to succeed.

		Group1: Choice2

		Group2: Choice5








Peaceful Acres Essay Responses 
 


 


 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization? 


 


I'm nominating Peaceful Acres Horses for the Renaissance Award because I feel that this 


organization contributes so much to Schenectady County. It is a treasure. It supports many 


businesses in the area through products and services it purchases, and it offers immeasurable 


support and gifts to the people of the county through it’s programs and volunteer 


opportunities. If you go to PAH you will understand at once how their mission of helping horses 


and people is being fulfilled in so many ways on this gorgeous mountaintop retreat. Peaceful 


Acres Horses is a donor supported 501c(3) charitable organization that serves Schenectady 


County and the surrounding region. Nanci Beyerl, the founder, has been instrumental in the 


mission and success of PAH. It is her vision that is being realized every day of helping horses 


and people together that offers such rich benefits to the community. See the evidence of good 


work: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaDyDm7X3c9w88kYsOce0YwHculshtAS/view  


 


 


 


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective 


award category. 


 


Peaceful Acres Horses has been an integral part of Schenectady County since 2007. The mission 


of PAH is to provide a healing sanctuary for formerly at-risk equines, but it is also a sanctuary for 


people. The great impact of this organization is seen in many ways: 


 


- PAH supports the surrounding community through the purchasing from local vendors - hay, 


grain, grooming and other supplies, farrier and veterinary services, training, fencing, 


infrastructure, farm vehicles, and more 


 


- PAH gives back to the community that supports it by offering HorseShops, Retreats, Donkey 


Hugs, and Home visits that bring people closer to the centered peacefulness that the farm 


offers. When people get to interact with the horses in this way, it opens doors and often is a life-


changing experience for them. There are programs for women surpassing cancer, veterans, and 


at-risk youth.  


 


- PAH is a volunteer run organization. The volunteer caregivers get back as much as they give in 


caring for these beautiful horses, donkeys, and minis. The horses teach the people how to be 


calm, centered leaders and in turn they offer their trust and love. It is very much a two-way 


street with each receiving so much from the other. 


 


- Rehoming to Forever Guardians. PAH helps rescued equines regain strength, hope and trust 


through compassion, encouragement, and care. If possible, the Horses, donkeys and minis are 



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaDyDm7X3c9w88kYsOce0YwHculshtAS/view

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaDyDm7X3c9w88kYsOce0YwHculshtAS/view





adopted to people who are offering solid, forever homes. This benefits the animal and their new 


family in so many ways. It strengthens family and community. Making dreams come true for 


people and horses. 


 


- Because of its location, Peaceful Acres Horses is a respite from the city that is only a short drive 


away. A place to get back to nature, take time out of the hustle and bustle and ground yourself 


in the peace found on that beautiful mountaintop. As soon as you step onto the property you 


want to take a deep breath, your heart opens up and you feel more relaxed. It is a great gift to 


the community. 
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		Organization Name: Peaceful Acres Horses

		Address: 3740 Rynex Corners Rd. Pattersonville, NY 12137

		Your Name: Karen Paul

		Title_2: Owner

		Organization Name_2: Elida Creative LLC

		Address_2: 10 Woodshire Court, Ballston Lake, NY 12019

		EMail_2: karen@elidacreative.com

		Telephone: 518-554-0880

		Email: nanci@peacefulacreshorses.com

		Main Contact: Nanci Beyerl

		Title: Founder

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: I'm nominating Peaceful Acres Horses for the Renaissance Award because I feel that this organization contributes so much to Schenectady County. It is a treasure. It supports many businesses in the area through products and services it purchases, and it offers immeasurable support and gifts to the people of the county through it’s programs and volunteer opportunities. If you go to PAH you will understand at once how their mission of helping horses and people is being fulfilled in so many ways on this gorgeous mountaintop retreat. Peaceful Acres Horses is a donor supported 501c(3) charitable organization that serves Schenectady County and the surrounding region. Nanci Beyerl, the founder, has been instrumental in the mission and success of PAH. It is her vision that is being realized every day of helping horses and people together that offers such rich benefits to the community. See the evidence of good work: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaDyDm7X3c9w88kYsOce0YwHculshtAS/view



		Describe person/org: Peaceful Acres Horses has been an integral part of Schenectady County since 2007. The mission of PAH is to provide a healing sanctuary for formerly at-risk equines, but it is also a sanctuary for people. The great impact of this organization is seen in many ways:

- PAH supports the surrounding community through the purchasing from local vendors - hay, grain, grooming and other supplies, farrier and veterinary services, training, fencing, infrastructure, farm vehicles, and more

- PAH gives back to the community that supports it by offering HorseShops, Retreats, Donkey Hugs, and Home visits that bring people closer to the centered peacefulness that the farm offers. When people get to interact with the horses in this way, it opens doors and often is a life-changing experience for them. There are programs for women surpassing cancer, veterans, and at-risk youth. 

- PAH is a volunteer run organization. The volunteer caregivers get back as much as they give in caring for these beautiful horses, donkeys, and minis. The horses teach the people how to be calm, centered leaders and in turn they offer their trust and love. It is very much a two-way street with each receiving so much from the other.

- Rehoming to Forever Guardians. PAH helps rescued equines regain strength, hope and trust through compassion, encouragement, and care. If possible the Horses, donkeys and minis are adopted to people who are offering solid, forever homes. This benefits the animal and their new family in so many ways. It strengthens family and community. Making dreams come true for people and horses.

- Because of it's location, Peaceful Acres Horses is a respite from the city that is only a short drive away. A place to get back to nature, take time out of the hustle and bustle and ground yourself in the peace found on that beautiful mountaintop. As soon as you step onto the property you want to take a deep breath, your heart opens up and you feel more relaxed. It is a great gift to the community.

		Group1: Choice2

		Group2: Choice5








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt
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Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
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product or service. 
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SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?
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Nominator Information 
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Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com



		Organization Name: JDog Junk Removal and Hauling

		Address: 398 Anthony St, Schenectady NY 12308

		Your Name: Walter Thorne

		Title_2: Dir. of Business Dev.

		Organization Name_2: JDog Junk Removal and Hauling

		Address_2: 398 Anthony St. Schenectady NY 12308

		EMail_2: WThorne@Jgog.com

		Telephone: 518-788-8228

		Email: rgagnon@jdog.com

		Main Contact: Ray Gagnon

		Title: CEO

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: I am nominating this organization because we have experienced fanatical growth by doing things the correct way. With a CEO, a 30 year marine, it seems chaotic at times, but believe me it is a controlled chaos. 1 year and a few months ago we were still operating out of a basement. Today we have 50 plus employees, spanning 3 states with Schenectady as our home. We employ and empower more than 50% veteran staff. Our vision is to be in more than 200 territories within the next 10 years. I have no doubt that we will achieve that. Sustained growth is one of our primary focuses in order to give back to the veterans in our employment and in our community. We understand as a leader in the community that relationships are the main ingredient and without them it will be impossible to meet our goals. For that reason we strive to deliver military precision execution on every job we do thus ensuring we will be around serving our community for a long time.



		Describe person/org: I believe we meet the criteria for this award because of the commitment to our community. We partner up with every veteran charity and organization possible. A percentage of our revenue goes right back to helping these organizations. We also partner up and support American Heart Association, Toys for Tots, and March of Dimes just to name a few of over, the more than 10, we support. We support every local chamber in the Capital District. We feel like the relationships that we build in the verticals that we touch represent the heart of a community. This alone is just one very big differentiator between us and our competitors. I never served our country as a lot of my coworkers did, but I definitely serve my community in my role here at JDog. My CEO demands it, our vision demands it and I demand it. We at JDog take serving (our community) very seriously.

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off








SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
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Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  
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SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  
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Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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How should the nominee be contacted about the results?             I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 
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		Organization Name: Schenectady Light Opera Company

		Address: 427 Franklin Street, Schenectady, NY 12305

		Your Name: Kelly Sanford

		Title_2: President

		Organization Name_2: Schenectady Light Opera Company

		Address_2: 427 Franklin Street, Schenectady NY 12305

		EMail_2: president@sloctheater.org

		Telephone: 607.846.8181 (mobile)

		Email: president@sloctheater.org

		Main Contact: Kelly Sanford

		Title: President

		Why are you nominating this individual/org: 

		?: I am nominating Schenectady Light Opera Company ("SLOC") for the Renaissance award because, for the past 93 years, SLOC has been a constant and stalwart non-profit musical theater organization in Schenectady.   As one of, if not the oldest volunteer-run community musical theater organization in the region, SLOC has weathered the Great Depression, numerous wars (with the exception of WW2 in which SLOC disbanded briefly due to a shortage of male members), the economic crash of 2008, and many other social, political and economic events that many organizations did not survive.  It is the love of theater and the time, effort and funding that SLOC volunteers and patrons have so selflessly given over almost a century that has allowed SLOC to contribute to the ongoing revitalization of Schenectady County.  



		Describe person/org: In 2010, SLOC purchased a several buildings from the Albany Catholic Diocese that were St John the Baptist, between Franklin and Liberty Streets in Schenectady. This was a major undertaking in order to have sufficient space for performing, rehearsal, storage of costumes and equipment, on-site office and meeting needs, live-in property manager, rentals, plus parking and future additions for set construction and storage. After SLOC purchased its new home, the Northeast Ballet Company ("NEB") also needed a new home and moved in as a lease tenant in October 2010. This fit the vision SLOC’s Board and members had of creating a small performing arts complex for local groups. NEB has expanded their lease space as they have grown in the SLOC performing arts complex.
SLOC has also expanded its resources to offer youth the opportunity to develop their performing, technical and artistic skills with productions and workshops. Since 2010, SLOC has sold nearly 60,000 tickets to its events, contributing to tourism, patronage of Schenectady businesses and restaurants, and the cultural revitalization of Schenectady County.

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off

















SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 


To be considered, an organization or individual should not have received an award at this event in the past 10 years. 
To view previous award recipients, visit: https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt


Nominees must be a member in good standing of the Capital Region Chamber.  
Nominations will be accepted through 5 p.m. on dhursdaǇ, �ugust ϴ, 2019. 


The awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  


Award Nominee 


Organization Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Main Contact ________________________________________________Title______________________________________ 


Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


Telephone __________________________________ E-Mail ____________________________________________________ 


Award Category 


Please select one category below.  If you would like the individual or organization to be considered for more than one 
category, please submit a separate application for each. The Selection Committee reserves the right to re-categorize 
your application. 


Rising Star / Outstanding New Business Award: Recognizes a business in operation three years or less that 
demonstrates commitment to the community and exhibits potential for long-term success.  


Business Innovation Award: Recognizes a business that has utilized innovation to develop a new market, 
product or service. 


Enterprise of the Year Award: Recognizes a business that has distinguished itself through strong management 
and sustained growth. 


Business Leader Award: Recognizes an individual for exemplary business acumen, leadership and results. 


Renaissance Award: Recognizes a business, organization or group for a project that contributes to the ongoing 
revitalization of Schenectady County.  



https://bit.ly/2XwdyJt

Charlotte Guyton

themakeupcurio@gmail.com



Charlotte Guyton

518-618-2331







SCHENECTADY BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATION GUIDELINES 


The Selection Committee bases its decision on the information provided on this nomination form. 
We encourage you to provide complete answers and detailed information.  


Briefly explain why this company/individual should receive this award (attach additional page if necessary): 


1. Why are you are nominating this individual or organization?


2. Describe how this person or organization meets each of the criteria for the respective award category


Nominator Information 


Your Name ________________________________________________Title____________________________________ 


Organization Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Telephone __________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________________ 


How should the nominee be contacted about the results?  �����������I will contact Chamber should contact 


Please submit completed nomination to: Debbie Erck by email: derck@capitalregionchamber.com 


 Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor: 



mailto:derck@capitalregionchamber.com

Charlotte Guyton

518-948-6693





		Organization Name: The Makeup Curio

		Address: 510 State Street, Schenectady, NY 12305

		Your Name: Charlotte Guyton

		Title_2: Owner

		Organization Name_2: Bard & Baker Board Game Cafe

		Address_2: 501 Broadway, Troy, NY 12180

		EMail_2: bardandbaker@gmail.com

		Telephone: 

		Email: 

		Main Contact: Jenn Dugan

		Title: Owner

		Describe person/org: I have had the pleasure of having Jenn as a speaker, business plan/panel judge, and fellow panelist and mentor throughout my time of building Bard & Baker Board Game Cafe. Though we came from different industries, she offered real work entrepreneurial advice, guidance, motiviation, and warnings throughout the process. She continues to partner with area organizations and pivots and diversifies her business and its offerings based on market needs. She continuously donates her time, energy, and efforts into being a pillar of the local small business community. When I think of Schenectady, The Makeup Curio is one of the first businesses that come to mind due to all of her efforts and dedication. I highly recommend Jenn Dugan and The Makeup Curio for this award.

		Group1: Choice2

		Group2: Choice5

		Why are you nominating this individual/org.?: Jenn Dugan of The Makeup Curio regularly donates her time to entrepreneurial organizations around the area to mentor other aspiring entrepreneurs. She has been involved in the Capital Region Chamber of Commerce Entrepreneur Bootcamp for a number of years and has offered her time to review business plans, meet in person for mentoring, and mentoring via email for anyone who reaches out. She has worked hard to diversify her business from just costume makeup to more mainstream makeup needs as well, when the market prompted for it, and has partnered with other local schools and talent organizations for costume and makeup design for area performers. She regularly donates her time and attention to the community and has shown that an entrepreneur perseveres in the face of adversity and struggle. 
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