October 31, 2017

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS:
We urge you to deliver on the promise of tax reform.

It has been 31 years since Congress last reformed the tax code. Since then, the code has become
an anchor weighing down the economy, job creation, and wage growth for American families.

Now, this Congress has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to fix the problem.

Over the past several years, tremendous work has been done to prepare for this moment, and we
applaud the efforts of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Finance
Committee. We also commend this Congress for successfully setting the stage for tax reform by
concluding the budget process.

Completing the task will not be easy. We commit to working with you to achieve our shared
goal of comprehensive, pro-growth tax reform.

Anything less is unacceptable.
Sincerely,
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November 1, 2017

Dear Senator Schumer,

On behalf of the Capital Region Chamber, | am writing in support of your efforts to modernize
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Business leaders across the country and
throughout the Capital Region know first-hand that trade with Canada and Mexico has
created American jobs, boosted economic growth, and strengthened local economies.
However, we know we can do even more to seize the benefits of trade with our North
American neighbors.

As our country's top export markets, trade with Canada and Mexico supports 14 million
American jobs, including tens of thousands of jobs in every single state and more than
100,000 in 35 U.S. states. In New York State, over 318,000 jobs are supported by trade with
Canada and Mexico and are attributable to NAFTA. Each and every day, over $3.5 billion, or
$1.3 trillion annually, is traded between the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. In fact, half of all
Canadian and Mexican imports are "made-in-the-USA.”

NAFTA has been especially beneficial for America’s farmers. Agricultural exports to Canada
and Mexico have quadrupled from $8.9 billion in 1993 to $38 billion in 2016, generating big
benefits for rural America. New York State’s dairy and apple farmers are just two examples of
our state’s agribusinesses that benefit from NAFTA.

In addition, Canada and Mexico are the top two markets in the world for U.S.-made
manufactured goods, with purchases of nearly half a trillion dollars last year; a sum that tops
the next ten largest markets combined. Qur North American neighbors are also booming
markets for U.S. services exports. in fact, the U.S. last year recorded a trade surplus of $11.9
billion with its NAFTA partners when manufactured goods and services are combined.
Among the biggest beneficiaries of this commerce are America’s small and medium-sized
businesses, 125,000 of which sell their goods and services to Mexico and Canada.

As vou know, the Chamber has insisted that we must, first, “do no harm” in the NAFTA
negotiations. We agree that we should move quickly to modernize this trilateral agreement
and continue working with Congress in accordance with the Bipartisan Congressional Trade
Priorities and Accountability Act of 2015.

We look forward to working closely with you to grow the economy and create jobs through
free and fair trade. To help facilitate that growth, we urge you to support America’s workers,
farmers, and businesses of all sizes by protecting and preserving the deep economic ties and
benefits the United States continues to enjoy under NAFTA.

Thank you for your consideration of the Capital Region Chamber’s perspective on this critical
issue,

Sincerely,

Capital Region Chamber




Dear New York State Congressional Delegation:

As organizations representing businesses, insurers, health care providers and labor, we are joining
together to urge you to fight for the inclusion of a one year delay of the health insurance tax in any
available legislative vehicle.

Congress has taken bipartisan action in the past to delay this tax. In 2015, Congress through bipartisan
agreement delayed the health insurance tax for 2017.

But now the tax is set to come back in 2018, and it is increasing by 26% to $14.3 billion.

As you are aware, the health insurance tax is a direct sales tax on health insurance premiums. A tax that
will result in higher health care costs for millions of New Yorkers.

Last month the state Department of Financial Services approved premiums for 2018, with an average
increase for individual policies of 13.9 percent and 9.3 percent for small groups. Actuarial analysis from
DFS determined that 2 to 3 percent of those increases is directly due to the resumption of the health
insurance tax. In dollars and cents, New York’s families will pay about $550 more in higher premiums

next year.

New York’s health care costs are already among the highest in the nation. The health insurance tax will
place a significant burden on employers and deplete important resources for investments in new
buildings, training employees and hinder their ability to hire new employees. The tax also impacts
Medicare Advantage and Part D plans as well as the state’s Medicaid program.

Simply put, our state’s residents and employers cannot afford this tax. That is why stopping this costly
tax is so important.

We appreciate your past leadership in helping to approve a one-year suspension of this tax for 2017 and
urge you and the Congress to once again delay this tax as quickly as possible.

Sincerely,

Capital Region Chamber et al.




BUSINESS FOR FEDERAL
RESEARCH FUNDING

Qctober 26, 2017

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Paul Ryan

Senate Majority Leader Speaker of the House

United States Senate United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Senate Minority Leader House Minority Leader

United States Senate Inited States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader Pelosi, Leader McConnell, and Leader Schumer:

On behalf of Business for Federal Research Funding, a broad-based coalition of more than 75 chambers of
commerce from across the couniry, we are writing to urge you to raise the FY 18 defense and non-defense
discretionary spending caps so you can complete the FY 18 appropriations before December 9 when the current
Continuing Resolution (CR) expires. Reaching a bipartisan budget agreement to raise the caps and allow the
appropriations process to proceed is crucial for continued investments in research across the country.

Raising spending caps in the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015 allowed for steady growth in scientific research in
fiscal years 2016 and 2017. That same support for research funding was also evident in the passage of the 21
Century Cures Act. With the raising of spending caps, we ask that you continue these investments as you craft a
final FY 18 appropriations package and provide robust funding to key research accounts such as the National
Institutes of Health (NIH); the Department of Energy (DOE); the National Science Foundation (NSF); the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA); and the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, and
Homeland Security. Continued, steady investiments is the only way for the U.S. to remain a leader in scientific
research.

The Business for Federal Research Funding coalition formed to support federal research funding and to bring a
heightened focus to the critical impact that federal research has on our nation’s competitiveness. The innovations
that flow from basic research are at the root of countless companies, products, and jobs. These innovations lead to
scientific breakthroughs and new technologies ranging from the internet to comnunications satellites to defenses
against disease. And the return on investment can be seen in every corner of our country, The wide variety of

industries represented by coalition members will be hampered without the investment of federal dollars in basic
research.

The United States needs to remain competitive with countries like China and Germany in technology and research
& development. We believe our congressional leaders should not be focused on how much to cut from these
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budgets—rather, the focus should be on how much teo invest in research in order to retain our global
competitiveness. Funding for research accounts have seen increases in the past few fiscal years, but for agencies
like NIH, funding has not kept pace with inflation. According to the NIH Office of Budget, since 2003 the U.S.
spent $111.7 billion less on NTH funding than it would have if it kept pace with medical research inflation. In order
to prevent further stagnation of U.S. innovation, it is crucial that appropriators ensure reliable annual appropriations
at a steady rate above inflation.

We thank the House and Senate Appropriations Committees for rejecting the Administration’s budget request,
particularly the proposed $5.8 billion cut to the NIH, and the $1.7 billion cut to the Department of Energy. These
cuts would have had devastating impacts on innovation, jobs, and the economy. According to a report released by
United for Medical Research (UMR), research funded by NIH supported almost 380,000 jobs and $65 billion in
economic activity across the United States in 2016. Simply put, investment in federally funded scientific research
creates jobs, and we thank the House and Senate Appropriations Committees for not only strongly rejecting these
proposed cuts, but proposing to invest even more in NIH in FY 18—the House by $1 billion and Senate by $2
billion.

Representing a strong cross-section of the nation’s business community, we respectfully urge you to work together
in bipartisan fashion and reach a budget agreement to raise spending caps and move forward with FY18
appropriations, much of which has already been agreed upon. Doing so is the only way to continue critical
investment in scientific research, and we ask that you provide robust funding, above inflation, for these critical
accounts for fiscal year 2018. Qur nation’s leadership in innovation stands in the balance,

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Business for Federal Research Funding

cc: Members of the House and Senate Budget Committees

Members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees
Business for Federal Research Funding Congressional Delegation
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